56          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
Like the secondary school and the upper sec-
tion of the Volksschule, the middle school is built
on the foundation of the Grundschule, but unlike
the secondary school, it is free from the domina-
tion of university requirements. Five different
types of curricula are provided by the Prussian
Ministry of Education. The first type is a gene-
ral curriculum for boys, which differs from the
curriculum of the upper classes of the elementary
schools in so far as it includes at least one modern
foreign language, a higher standard of science and
mathematics and courses in book-keeping, garden-
ing and shorthand. The second type is devised to
meet the needs of boys entering commerce and
industry ; the third is a general curriculum for
girls ; the fourth is a curriculum for girls with
special reference to their future vocations ; and the
fifth is intended for those Mittelscliulen which
prepare pupils"for, the high schools. The last
named curriculum is practically the same as that
of the lower and upper stages of the Realschule
or six-year secondary school. Boys and girls
taking up this course have compulsorily to study
two modern foreign languages.
A middle school may either specialise in one
type of curriculum or make provision for more
than one type. Where the numbers are large
enough to permit of each class being divided into
sections, such division is generally based on the
type of curriculum followed. A separate school
for girls is opened only if their number is suffi-
cient ; otherwise, girls and boys study in the same